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Girls: more than just 
a Lena Dunham show
Letter from the Editor:
Earlier this week a friend asked me what it felt like to be the editor-in-chief of The Other Press—and also a girl. My 
answer? It feels like being the editor-in-chief of The Other 
Press. Granted, it has been a number of years since an editor 
with confirmed lady parts sat in the big swivel chair at the 
OP, but I can’t really see why my sex should be a factor of 
consideration when it comes to my work. My friend (male 
and, sadly, not an avid reader of this fine publication) 
explained that, “like, you probably make people write about 
chick stuff.”
In general, I don’t feel that my vagina dictates the editorial 
policy of The Other Press. 
Just as any human has certain tastes, preferences, and 
opinions, I make choices for what I feel is the best student 
publication for Douglas College readers. I don’t have a set 
“girly” quota when it comes to content.
However, I do find it fitting that this week’s issue is chock-
a-block full of excellent writing about women’s issues. From 
Ashley Pitt’s informed opinion on the recent protest scandal 
at the Paramount Gentlemen’s Club to Carleigh Baker’s 
feature article investigating if FEMEN-style topless protest 
has a place in Vancouver, to Natalie Serafini’s response to 
the assumption that Vancouver women aren’t friendly, to 
a spotlight article on the Gender Equality Club’s first ever 
publication, The Other Press is certainly repping the ladies 
this week—not because I’m a girl, but because these girls are 
worth discussion to everyone.
Best,
Sharon Miki
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Money raised from 
marketplace to fund 
alumni studies
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Last week, students bought candles, jewelry, 
kitchenware, scarves and 
other accessories in support of 
the Douglas College Alumni 
Association’s quarterly 
marketplace event. A wide array 
of vendors rented space from the 
Alumni Association in the New 
Westminster concourse and the 
David Lam atrium. The money 
raised for table rental, generally 
$4,500-$5,000 annually, goes 
towards the alumni bursary, a 
useful but lesser known fund for 
Douglas alumni continuing their 
education elsewhere. Douglas 
qualifications for alumni status 
consist of students who have 
completed 45 credits or more 
with the college.
“It’s all about engaging with 
students and employees and 
bringing a bit of life to the 
concourse,” explained Andrew 
Senjack, alumni relations 
coordinator. “It’s a nice 
fundraiser for us.”
The annual career fair predates 
even the David Lam campus 
and is running for the 23rd year. 
The career fair is the primary 
fundraising vehicle for the 
Alumni Association, generating 
between $6,000 and $7,000 a 
year.
 “The majority of the [career fair] 
money will go to the alumni, 
and we have money that goes 
towards gift cards for our 
volunteers,” said Senjack.
The main purpose of the alumni 
association is the distribution 
of its bursary. Around $10,000-
$12,000 goes to alumni, and 
is distributed three times a 
year—a 1, June 1, and October 
1. The bursary is for students 
looking to come back to Douglas 
College, university transfer 
students, or graduate school 
applicants looking to fund the 
often expensive master’s degree.
“I have people who graduated 
20 years ago and decided to go 
back to school. Because it is a 
bursary [distribution] is heavily 
influenced by community 
involvement,” explained 
Senjack. “If you’ve volunteered 
in the community you can apply 
for the bursary. The alumni 
association is building relations 
with young students with the 
events we do. Last year we did 
the fall fair at the David Lam 
campus, a community event for 
families.”
Another service provided by 
the alumni association is the 
distribution of alumni cards—
electronic cards that function 
like student IDs, giving access 
to the library and fitness 
facilities for free. The card also 
grants alumni student prices 
at Douglas Theatre Program 
productions.
The March 4 and 6 career fair 
will give students face-to-
face access to employment 
representatives from BC Hydro, 
the RCMP, Paladin Security, 
Sunlife Financial, the RBC, and 
19 other businesses looking to 
hire both students and alumni. 
Students looking to volunteer 
at the career fair are urged 
to email Senjack at alumni@
douglascollege.ca. 
Walk the ‘World 
in 80 Steps’
By Glauce Fleury, Contributor
The New Westminster campus will turn into a 
small piece of the world on 
January 29 from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m., when Douglas College 
celebrates International Day. 
More than 20 countries will be 
represented by cultural booths, 
on display in the concourse. At 
David Lam campus, the event 
will be held on Thursday. The 
main purpose of the day is 
not to be an exhibition, but an 
interaction among all students–
domestic and international.
“The multiple booths will 
allow students to get together, 
having lots of dialogues and 
sharing their beliefs and values,” 
says Scott Fraser-Dauphinee, the 
Campus Life coordinator. This 
is the third International Day 
promoted by Douglas College. 
This year the theme is “Around 
the World in 80 Steps,” so the 
students are invited to embark 
on a journey around the world 
by engaging with the wealth 
of cultures represented in the 
student body’s ethnic makeup 
and background.
Despite being in charge 
of the International Office and 
the Centre for Campus Life & 
Athletics, the event is mainly 
run by students–more than 
100 volunteers will be working 
on this event. According to 
Mehrnaz Kobari, International 
Student Advisor, the college 
encourages all students to get 
involved. “All of our students 
come from various backgrounds 
or ancestries and they are all 
encouraged to participate,” she 
says. “This is a special day to 
celebrate, share, and learn about 
the diversity we have here.”
Besides the cultural booths, 
International Day will have 
presentations and performances 
at both campuses from 12 
p.m. to 1:30 p.m. The activities 
include music from Scotland 
and Africa and dance from 
India, Africa, Mexico, and the 
Middle East.
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., the 
students will be able to visit the 
Coffee & Tea House and sample 
flavours from China, Colombia, 
India, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, 
Kenya, and Mexico. “We don’t 
want to just make people drink, 
but learn why these beverages 
are relevant for their cultures,” 
says Fraser-Dauphinee. Students 
from these countries will be 
preparing the coffee and tea and 
talking to other students. Get 
involved!
Countries represented by the 
booths: Afghanistan, Brazil, 
Canada, China, Colombia, 
Ecuador, Fiji, France, Guatemala, 
India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, 
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Peru, 
Philippines, Russia, Thailand, 
Uzbekistan, Venezuela, Vietnam.
Coffee & Tea House: Atole 
(Mexico), Cardamom tea (Iraq), 
Colombian coffee, Indian chai, 
Kenyan coffee, Matcha tea 
(Japan), Oolong Tea (China), and 
Sariwangi tea (Indonesia).
AGENDA
January 29 – New Westminster 
Campus
Cultural booths
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Coffee and Tea House
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Performances
12:00 p.m. - Bagpipes with Kyle 
Baillie (Scotland)
12:05 p.m. - Bhangra dance 
(India)
12:15 p.m. - Mexican folklore 
dance
12:25 p.m. - Bellydance (Middle 
East)
12:30 p.m. - Kesseke by Yeo and 
Chris – Kutapira Band (Ivory 
Coast)
1:00 p.m. - Tshimanga Mujinga 
Dance Group (Congo)
January 31 – David Lam 
Campus
Cultural booths
From 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Coffee and Tea House
From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Performances
12:00 p.m. - Bhangra Dance 
(India)
12:10 p.m. - Vancouver Chinese 
Lion Dance
12:30 p.m. - Kesseke Yeo and 
Chris – Kutapira Band (Ivory 
Coast)
1:00 p.m. - Tshimanga Mujinga 
Dance Group  (Congo)
www.theotherpress.ca
Marketplace supports bursary funds
Douglas celebrates International Day
Photo courtesy of Glauce Fleury
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By Keating Smith,
Staff Writer
Africa: (Eritrea) Approximately 
200 dissident soldiers 
surrounded and seized the 
Eritrean information ministry 
calling for the release of all 
political prisoners in the 
country. According to the 
UNHRC, roughly 5,000 to 10,000 
political prisoners are being 
held captive in the small East 
African country. Eritrea has 
been accused of multiple human 
rights violations in recent years, 
which has also resulted in the 
UN Security Council levying an 
embargo on foreign aid to the 
country in 2009 after receiving 
information that the government 
was funding Islamic terrorists in 
neighboring Somalia.
North America: (United States) 
The Pentagon has lifted a ban on 
women being able to serve on 
the frontlines of war. Of the 1.4 
million Americans that make up 
the US military, 14 per cent are 
women. “Today every American 
can be proud that our military 
will grown even stronger, with 
our mothers, wives, sisters and 
daughters playing a greater 
role in protecting this country 
we love,” President Obama 
said in a speech last week. The 
historical movement comes 
after the Pentagon has come 
under fierce criticism in more 
recent years regarding the role 
women play in the US military 
and allegations by thousands 
of women claiming to be 
sexually assaulted while on 
active duty and during basic 
training. 
Latin & South America: (Chile) 
More than 2 million people were 
left without water for several 
days in Santiago as city officials 
shut down the municipal water 
supply. Flash floods in the 
Andes contaminated a main 
arterial river, which supplies 
the capital with fresh water. The 
disruption in service resulted 
in many families relying on 
fetching potable water that 
was trucked in by officials to 
hundreds of areas of Santiago.
Asia- Central & South: (North 
Korea) North Korea made 
international headlines again 
last week after top military 
officials announced they were 
preparing to undergo more 
long-range nuclear missile 
testing, capable of hitting the 
west coast of the United States. 
The North Korean military 
said in a press statement “We 
do not hide that a variety of 
satellites and long-range rockets 
which will be launched by the 
DPRK one after another and 
a nuclear test of high level.” 
This statement comes just days 
after the UN Security Council 
decided to back a US sanction 
against rocket testing by the 
Korean People’s Army. 
Europe: (Switzerland) The 
annual World Economic 
Forum saw political leaders, 
intellectuals, scholars, corporate 
heads, and the international 
media meet last week in the 
mountain resort of Davos to 
discuss a variety of global 
issues at the forefront of every 
country’s political, social, and 
economic agenda, including 
those of the United Nations 
and other international 
organizations. Issues of priority 
included the situation in Syria 
and Mali, Russia’s international 
image, women and technology, 
the perception of foreign aid, 
and the Euro Zone crisis.
Middle East: (Israel) Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
has secured a third term in 
office after the country went to 
the polls last week. According 
to Israeli newspaper Haaretz, 
“Voter turnout in the city was 
actually low in proportion to 
the general population [with] 
62.6 per cent as compared with 
66.6 per cent.” Netanyahu 
called for early elections last fall 
and his right-wing party, the 
Likud-Beitenu coalition, lost 11 
seats in the Knesset, the Israeli 
legislative body, last week. 
World Recap: weekly geopolitical events (Jan. 22-29, 2013)
Photo courtesy of www.womenofthemilitary.com
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Douglas Students’ 
Union fulfills two major 
campaign promises
By Keating Smith, Staff Writer
The Douglas Students’ Union (DSU) has fulfilled two if 
its campaign promises with the 
grand opening of their newly 
installed computer lab, which 
brings 20 ‘all-in-one’ computers 
to students in the DSU building 
at the New Westminster 
campus, and a Pita Pit to be up 
and running by next summer. 
“The reason for the 
additional computer lab had 
to do with many students not 
being able to find available 
computers within Douglas 
College,” says Jesse Stamberg, 
DSU internal relations 
coordinator. “Therefore we 
made it our campaign promise 
to help these students who were 
struggling to find computers on 
campus.” 
Finding a computer readily 
available at either campus can 
be a challenge, especially with 
the high enrollment levels the 
school has been faced with. 
During midterm and final exams 
periods, this can be even more 
difficult and students can be 
seen regularly using the ‘quick 
printing’ stations to edit and 
research papers in a last-ditch-
effort when all computers are 
in use or when the labs are 
full or occupied with a class. 
Using the quick print stations 
for any purpose other than 
printing from flash drives or 
email goes against the rules of 
using the stations. The DSU 
hopes to alleviate some of these 
problems, along with many 
other computer occupancy 
issues with the new lab.
“Not only did we work to 
get an additional computer lab 
but we also made it our promise 
to bring 100 additional sheets 
of free printing per year for 
students to use,” says Stamberg. 
“This will be done separately 
from Douglas College, and all 
you will need to do is come into 
our office with your student 
ID to be able to access this free 
printing.”
In addition to this new 
service, both photocopying 
and faxing services are also 
available in the DSU office and 
information on prices for both 
services can be found on their 
website.
The DSU also commented 
on the opening of a new food 
vendor at the New Westminster 
campus, saying “Pita Pit will 
help bring additional student 
jobs onto our campus, which 
is very important for both us 
and our members,” according 
to Stamberg. “We have worked 
with Pita Pit to bring in an 
affordable $5 daily special 
with both vegetarian and meat 
options [and] these specials will 
include a wrap, beverage, and 
side construction that will start 
in February and everything 
should be fully functioning by 
the summer semester.”
The new computer lab is 
available for use during the DSU 
office hours of 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., Monday through Friday.
Feminists for Gender 
Equality Club launch 
magazine
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Last week the Feminists for Gender Equality Club (GEC) 
launched the first issue of Wo-
Man, a magazine hoping to 
bring awareness and attention 
to gender issues and ignite 
the campus in dialogue about 
discrimination issues. The 
premier Winter 2013 issue—
brought into fruition through 
Editor-In-Chief, Arts Director, 
and club Co-President Sarah 
Khan’s Print Futures program 
magazine assignment—is 
made further accessible by 
the inclusion of a glossary. 
The glossary highlights many 
intimidating academic terms 
used in feminist dialogue and 
explains them in common 
language.
“We started out last October 
with me and Iloradanon Efimoff 
(co-president). We basically 
want to start a dialogue and 
eventually, go into advocacy. 
We started a Facebook group 
which got really popular,” said 
Khan. “In a month we had 60 
members.”
“I think the most important 
thing is that we have men and 
women discussing [on the 
Facebook page], because it 
doesn’t really help if it’s just a 
whole bunch of women of the 
exact same mindset discussing 
the same thing,” said Lauren 
Ang, GEC member.
Last November the club 
focused its efforts beyond 
tabling events and inviting 
discussion to their Facebook and 
took to putting together Wo-
Man. 
“It started out with just an 
idea in my head.” explained 
Khan. “At the time I was in 
an editing class and we had to 
present an editorial concept, 
implement it, and create a plan 
for investors. It was just an 
exercise but it got me thinking 
because it’s a very cool idea.”
Soon, the GEC had 
established a production 
schedule and worked into 
the winter break to finish the 
magazine, all while getting 
feedback from Print Futures 
coordinator Maureen Nicholson. 
Production spilled into the 
early weeks of 2013, and Khan 
is proud of the paper’s 10-
copy premier. To work around 
the limited print run and still 
receive exposure, she explained 
that the GEC is trying to make 
Wo-Man available for students 
in the library to browse and 
review.
Khan’s choice in titling 
the magazine with a hyphened 
bridge across the two gender 
terms came from the fact that the 
GEC aims not to just appeal to 
women, but emphasize the role 
men can play in gender equality. 
The only major dispute among 
members involved in production 
revolved around the use of pink 
in the creative design of the 
magazine. Khan was adamant 
that the use of forest green for 
the title page background was 
faithful to the goal of cross-
gender appeal.
“[Feminism] should be 
more mainstream as opposed to 
being more exclusive as it can be 
in academia. We’re exposed to 
different things in our culture. 
Starting with the media, there 
are certain things that are 
inherently sexist. We become 
desensitized to it,” said Khan. 
”Feminism needs to be much 
more practical. There is theory 
behind [feminism] but you need 
to apply it to the real world as 
well.”
The GEC are selling copies 
of the magazine for $10, a 
price that functions not as a 
marketplace valuation, but a 
means to fund the GEC’s future 
endeavors including feminist 
workshops. The money raised 
from sales of Wo-Man will go 
towards production of future 
issues and to fund the group’s 
future activities.
By Dylan Hackett, News Editor
Tuesday, Jan. 29
International Day (New 
Westminster), 9 a.m.–4 p.m.
The third annual 
International Day, put on by 
DougLife, will use the theme 
of “Around the World in 80 
steps” and will feature music 
and dance from Scotland, 
African nations, India, Mexico 
and Middle Eastern nations. 
Also featured this year is a 
coffee and tea house with 
drinks representative to their 
homebrewed nations. Over 20 
nations will be represented with 
cultural booths run by over 100 
volunteers, all of whom are 
keen on guiding students in an 
exploration of world cultures.
Thursday, Jan. 31 
Deadline to apply for Summer 
2013 graduation without late 
fees.
Deadline for overseas 
international students to apply 
for summer semester.
International Day (David Lam), 
9 am.–4 p.m. See Jan. 29 event 
for details. 
Dinner with the President 
(David Lam), 4:30 p.m.–7 p.m.
Register to chat with 
Douglas College president 
Scott McAlpine over a plate of 
warm lasagna at www.tinyurl.
com/ DinnerWithThePresident. 
McApline wants to hear your 
thoughts and concerns with 
Douglas and receive feedback 
on how the college is helping 
you achieve career and learning 
goals. This event is co-sponsored 
by Douglas College and the 
DSU.
 
Friday, Feb. 1
Deadline for scholarship, award, 
and bursary applications.
Basketball vs. Vancouver Island 
University, 6 p.m.
Cheer on the Royals 
basketball teams in the main 
gym at the New Westminster 
campus as they face Vancouver 
Island University. The women’s 
team plays at 6 p.m. with the 
men’s match following at 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 2
Basketball vs. Camosun, 1 p.m.
Cheer on the Royals 
basketball teams in the main 
gym at the New Westminster 
campus as they face Camosun. 
The women’s team plays at 
1 p.m. with the men’s match 
following at 3 p.m.
If you would like your event to 
be listed here email us at news@
theotherpress.ca
New computers available to students; Pita Pit this summer 
‘Wo-Man’ explores gender and discrimination
This Week at Douglas: January 28–February 3
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By Steven Cayer, Contributor
The story of Hansel and Gretel has been told many times 
over the years, but the overall 
idea is that they found a house 
that was made of candy, a witch 
tried to eat them, and then they 
killed her. Hansel and Gretel: 
Witch Hunters (released January 
25) takes the twisted tale and 
twists it until you start feeling 
sore.
Hansel (Jeremy Renner) and 
Gretel’s (Gemma Arterton) lives 
start out with the traditional 
story. The movie, however, 
takes a turn and ages them into 
adulthood, when they now 
spend their days hunting and 
gruesomely killing some nasty 
witches.
If you’re in the mood for a 
something ridiculous and don’t 
care about good acting, story, or 
projected blood flying at your 
face, you’ll have a good time. If 
you’re looking for something of 
a higher quality though, pick a 
different movie.
Much of this movie 
reminded me of 2005’s The 
Brothers Grimm. The big 
difference is that director Tommy 
Wirkola doesn’t play Hansel and 
Gretel’s seriousness for laughs—
although that might not stop you 
from laughing anyway.
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
Developed by Double Fine Productions and published 
by Sega, The Cave (released 
January 23) seemed to have 
all its eggs in the right basket. 
Unfortunately, despite some 
very cool offerings, it’s not all it 
could have been.
In The Cave you are presented 
with seven spiffy-looking 
characters, all of which will alter 
the game somewhat (although 
play time should consistently be 
between two and four hours): 
The Time Traveler, The Scientist, 
The Knight, The Adventurer, 
The Hillbilly, The Monk, and The 
Twins (they count as one). Each 
character presents a different skill 
that will make your current game 
one step easier. Once picking 
three characters, the rest is all up 
to fate.
The game’s artwork and 
voice acting really are the 
best aspects. As for the puzzle 
solving, while always silly, it’s 
not as fun as it could have been. 
Depending on your ability to 
put ridiculous objects to use in a 
ridiculous situation, you may or 
may not have a great time.
Although this isn’t one of 
Double Fine’s better works, 
one saving grace is that there 
is co-op. Play with two other 
folks—this option may be the 
fine line between an awesome 
play through and a mediocre 
experience.
By Parker Thompson, 
Contributor
Two years have passed since the Arts Club welcomed Ride 
the Cyclone to its Revue stage on 
Granville Island. Taking a leap 
of faith by self-producing their 
run, the Victoria-born musical 
was well received by sold out 
Vancouver audiences. The 
popularity of the show has only 
amplified since, and together 
with the Arts Club and PuSh 
Festival, Ride the Cyclone will 
be here until February 16 at the 
Granville Island stage.
This eccentric musical is 
about a teenage choir group 
from Uranium, Saskatchewan 
that died in a freak roller coaster 
accident. Beyond the grave, 
these unlucky kids are gathered 
together by Karnack, the witty 
fortune-telling machine, to 
compete in a bizarre game of 
fate.
Featuring five of six original 
cast members, the actors moved 
together seamlessly for each 
dance piece, their vocal strength 
flourished, and the story was 
wonderfully driven by the talent 
on stage. The musical variety 
between the show’s numbers, 
from passionate burlesque to 
angst-driven rap, made it even 
more enjoyable. But while use 
of flashy costumes and set 
pieces stole the spotlight a little 
from the cast, the designs were 
effective for the far-fetched show.
Ride the Cyclone is a clever 
musical put together by some 
very special artists. Since its 
inception, the show’s success has 
grown steadily across Canada, 
with the possibility of a US tour 
in the near future. Catch Ride 
while you can! 
Hunting witches requires many guns in 3D
‘The Cave’ isn’t one to get lost in
‘Ride the Cyclone’ is an unforgettable carnival ride musical
Still of Jeremy Renner and Gemma Arterton in Hansel & Gretel: Witch Hunters|  Photo courtesy of Paramount Pictures
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And why it needs to end
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
There’s been a resurgence of the debate on violence in the 
media since two very horrific 
events that occurred in the latter 
half of last year. The first, and 
more appropriately applied, 
was the Aurora, Colorado 
shooting—better known as The 
Dark Knight Rises shooting—
that took place on July 20. The 
second was the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting that 
happened on December 14 in 
Newtown, Connecticut. While a 
progressive argument about gun 
laws in the US has risen, another 
debate that comes up far too 
often is whether there is too 
much violence in the media.
One classic example is that 
news programs and, worse, 
sensationalist magazine shows 
like Entertainment Tonight focus 
far too much on violent subjects. 
While this is to some extent true, 
it honestly depends on how 
much they’re beating a subject 
into the ground. Let’s not forget 
the Casey Anthony trial, which 
was the main focus of a number 
of news stations for almost 
four years. That’s a ridiculous 
amount of time to spend on 
such a topic, especially since 
most missing people reports 
usually get gradually declining 
attention. With all of that said, 
the focus of news stories hasn’t 
been taking nearly as much flack 
now that certain other forms of 
media are easier to attack.
An incredibly annoying 
example that always pops 
up, and has popped up since 
the first shooter games were 
born, is the amount of violence 
in video games. Whether 
you’re crushing on Goombas 
or ramming a bullet between 
some unfortunate jarhead’s 
eyes, there’s going to be some 
level of violence going on if 
the game calls for it. But even 
though graphics of more big 
name games are getting far 
more realistic, it doesn’t change 
the fact that these games don’t 
actually drive anyone to do 
something horrible.
The same goes for violent 
television, news and the like 
put aside. When I was a kid, I 
definitely watched a number of 
shows I shouldn’t have, one of 
the better examples being the 
HBO series Todd McFarlane’s 
Spawn, based on the comics. 
I will say that shows like 
that certainly had a hand in 
developing the foul mouth my 
friends and family have become 
accustomed to, but beyond that 
I can’t say I’ve ever had any 
violent tendencies. Even though 
more shows have taken darker 
risks, like Breaking Bad and 
Boardwalk Empire, it still doesn’t 
change the fact that these are the 
things that set people off. 
Going back to the Aurora 
shooting, the event caused those 
behind the film Gangster Squad 
to announce that they were 
going to reshoot a large chunk 
of the film based on the fact that 
there was a scene where a movie 
theatre audience was massacred 
by the titular gangster squad. 
I don’t know how realistic that 
excuse is now, since the late 
release of Gangster Squad has 
revealed that even without 
the now mysterious theatre-
shooting scene, the film is 
insatiably violent and extremely 
gory. And in the end, while I’m 
sure it’s been touched on, I can’t 
recall hearing any major news 
outlets questioning the fact.
Part of what makes the 
argument surrounding violence 
in the media so annoying is that 
there never seems to be any clear 
direction on it. Most should 
recall back after the Columbine 
High School massacre on April 
20, 1999, Marilyn Manson 
suddenly became a target in 
the press. This constant lack of 
direction is largely based on 
the fact that there always needs 
to be someone or something to 
blame.
While I’m happy to 
say society is progressing a 
great deal in blaming such 
forms of media less than 
they used to, there will still 
be the unfortunate case of 
misunderstanding. A brief but 
recent example was when the 
community of Southington, 
Connecticut (several miles 
outside of Newtown) insisted 
on local families to present 
their household video games in 
what would have been a group 
destruction of the discs. While 
it has since been called off, the 
fact that a town nearly came 
together for a small picture 
solution to a bigger problem 
does show that we’ve still got 
more work to do.
Not every show, film, 
or video game that offers 
violence has to be horrifically 
gruesome, but that said, the 
more curious side of society 
does take enjoyment out of 
watching things strictly in 
fiction go a bit far. We’re a lot 
more desensitized now, but it 
should say more when the same 
people who can’t wait to watch 
the next bone-melting episode 
of Breaking Bad or pick up the 
next Call of Duty can all agree 
that when a horrible event has 
occurred, something needs to be 
done—it just needs to be done to 
the proper issue at hand.
The ever-vigilant debate on violence in the media
I will say that shows like that certainly had a hand in developing 
the foul mouth my friends and family have become accustomed 
to, but beyond that I can’t say I’ve ever had any violent tendencies. 
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By Elliot Chan, Contributor 
I brace myself for the unfamiliar. New does not 
always mean good, especially 
in the arts. Plenty of young 
actors, musicians, and writers 
fall between the cracks of 
entertainment and are forgotten. 
These are not the gutter artists; 
this is the list of 2012’s finest 
prospects. 
5) Jay Pharoah
Perhaps the last good reason 
to watch Saturday Night Live, 
Jay Pharoah, the youngest 
member of the late night 
television cast, has been doing 
stand-up comedy since he was 
15. Now at the age of 25, he is 
best known for his perfected 
impressions of Will Smith, Jay-Z, 
Eddie Murphy, and Denzel 
Washington. But the one that 
got him the most recognition 
last year was his impression 
of Barack Obama. Pharoah’s 
imitations alone were a good 
enough reason to not vote for 
Romney—there will be four 
more years of Obama, but many 
more of Pharoah.
4) Veronica Roth
For an author, nothing garners 
stardom like writing for young 
adults. Following in the tracks 
of Harry Potter, Twilight, and 
The Hunger Games, 24-year-
old Veronica Roth has found 
her market with the Divergent 
trilogy. Divergent and its sequel 
Insurgent are both on the New 
York Times Best Seller list, and 
in 2011 she won the Goodreads 
Choice Award. But most 
importantly, in April 2012, she 
sold the movie rights to her first 
novel. With the third part of the 
trilogy preparing to hit stores in 
the fall, Roth is the next rock star 
of fiction. 
3) Frank Ocean
Christopher Frances Ocean, 
better known as Frank Ocean, 
had been in the shadows of 
Kanye West, Jay-Z, and even 
Justin Beiber for many years. 
But those days are over, and the 
spotlights are on him now after 
his debut studio album Channel 
Orange. He combines classical 
R&B, 8-bit funk, and electronic 
with inventive lyrics. When 
Ocean’s personal life caused 
controversy after he announced 
on Tumblr that he had fallen in 
love with a member of the same 
sex, Ocean was able to find more 
support than backlash. Times 
are changing, and Frank Ocean 
is considered an inspiration 
for those coping with fears of 
acceptance. 
2) Lena Dunham
Finally I can say, “I’m watching 
Girls,” without sounding as 
creepy as I am. Lena Dunham is 
the creator, lead writer, and star 
of the best comedy on television. 
HBO’s Girls was nominated 
for four Emmy’s and won two 
Golden Globes in 2012. With 
Judd Apatow as her ally, failure 
is impossible. For Dunham, the 
future could not look brighter. 
With the second season of Girls 
premiering earlier this month 
and signing a $3.5 million book 
deal with Random House, what 
can’t this 26-year-old do?
1) Suraj Sharma
It is easy to be overlooked 
when you share a screen with a 
Bengal tiger, but Suraj Sharma’s 
performance did not waver for a 
second. In Ang Lee’s adaptation 
of one of this generation’s most 
influential books, Sharma proves 
that he is another young Indian 
acting pioneer in America. But 
there is undeniably something 
special about this kid. Whether 
he ends up being a permanent 
fixture in Hollywood or a one-
hit wonder, 2012 was the year 
of Pi.
Thanks for joining us for our 
best of the best lists of 2012. If 
you missed any of The Other 
Press’ top picks, head over to 
http://theotherpress.ca to see 
our top five movies, albums, 
and video games of last year!
Top five rising stars of 2012
Jay Pharoah, Veronica Roth, Frank Ocean, Lena Dunham, and Suraj Sharma | Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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By Rhys Edwards 
The Ubyssey (University of 
British Columbia)
VANCOUVER (CUP) — In 
many ways, human beings 
are like books. Some of us can 
ramble on and on without 
saying anything, while others 
can explain complex ideas in a 
few sentences. Some of us cover 
ourselves in lavish designs 
and patterns; others are more 
austere. We often speak of our 
life story, and say that we can 
read each other like a book. And 
of course, as we grow older, we 
begin to wrinkle and decay.
So it’s not beyond the 
stretch of the imagination to 
conceive of a human as a living 
book — the walking incarnation 
of text. These are the thoughts 
I had in mind last Saturday 
when I went to the Human 
Library, a performance project 
currently being hosted by the 
PuSh International Performing 
Arts Festival in Vancouver. 
In keeping with the festival’s 
boundary-pushing mandate, the 
Human Library is an interactive 
experience that compels 
participants to challenge their 
preconceptions about a variety 
of stereotyped people by asking 
them to simply talk to each 
other.
Visitors to the Human 
Library, located on the third 
floor of the Vancouver Public 
Library’s downtown branch, 
will find a desk covered in 
an array of different “books” 
they can check out, such as 
“Asperger’s Syndrome,” 
“Refugee” and “Born Again 
Christian.” Shortly after, a 
librarian will take them to meet 
their selected book, and, for 
the next 20 minutes, candid 
conversation ensues. The books 
are real people, not fictional 
characters.
As I walked to meet my 
book — a tome ominously 
titled “Livin’ Large” with no 
additional context – I had 
misgivings. What if we didn’t 
get along? What if I offended 
the book? And what if the 
conversation was awkward? 
Fear, I hoped, would be requisite 
to some kind of learning.
It turns out that the subject 
of “Livin’ Large” is a young 
woman who calls herself Suzy 
Shameless. I had anticipated 
that she would be overweight; 
what I had not anticipated, 
however, was that she would 
be an enthusiastic roller derby 
girl. For the past six years, 
Suzy has played with the 
Terminal City Rollergirls in 
competitions across North 
America, even as far away as 
Alaska. She hopes one day to 
compete in Dubai, just to see 
how the locals respond to her: 
a 220-pound woman wearing 
fishnet stockings, hotpants and 
a tanktop.
Suzy once modelled for the 
cover of Sad Magazine, where 
she was described — in the 
nicest possible sense — as “an 
overtly sexual, hyper-aggressive 
bully.” She frequently rolls 
into the ring with a message 
scrawled across her bare belly, 
which she slaps to intimidate 
the opposing team.
“I’ve broken one girl’s 
ribs and another girl’s tailbone 
through hitting them,” she 
cheerfully informed me.
For Suzy, roller derby is not 
merely a pleasurable pastime; 
it affirms the total confidence 
she has in her self-image. The 
way in which she has embraced 
her body, she said, has inspired 
other women to confront 
the prejudice against non-
heteronormative images of the 
female body.
“This is who I am,” Suzy 
stated. “I’m going to use every 
inch of my body to convey this 
message that, ‘I am big, and I 
love it.’”
As our conversation 
continued, I found my 
(admittedly limited) 
understanding of roller derby, 
and the human body, changing 
rapidly. I learned, for instance, 
that it’s entirely possible to be 
in excellent physical condition 
— Suzy also skis, gardens and 
goes mountain climbing — 
and still be overweight due to 
factors entirely beyond personal 
control.
I eventually worked up the 
courage to ask her how she fares 
on the romantic side of things. 
Without hesitation, she tells me 
that she has a boyfriend, and 
that she has been approached by 
men on numerous occasions.
“I’ve said ‘no’ a hell of a lot 
more times than I’ve said ‘yes.’”
By the time our 
conversation ended, I realized 
something else: not only is 
Suzy totally okay with who she 
is, she’s also one of the most 
confident people I’ve ever met. 
Rather than perpetually aspiring 
to be someone else, she enjoys 
the life that she has made for 
herself.
“I couldn’t imagine letting 
my body hold me back,” she 
mentioned in passing.
The fact that I could learn 
so much through a basic 
interaction with another human 
being left me feeling both elated 
and despondent. I appreciate the 
knowledge I gained, but I was 
also left with the impression that 
my understanding of the world 
I live in is woefully narrow. 
How many other stories are 
circulating beneath Vancouver’s 
glass veneer? The Human 
Library, at least, provides a way 
for us to find some of them.
Human Library offers books you can’t put down
Human Library | Photo courtesy of Liesbeth Bernaerts/www.pushfestival.ca
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Get things done 
with just a fiver
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
If I’ve learnt anything from the 30 minutes of reality television 
I’ve watched in the past year, it’s 
that people will do anything for 
a little bit of fame and cash. In 
the current economy, where paid 
work can be tough to find, there 
is an ever increasing crowd of 
people that will find creative 
methods of making money. 
This is where the Israel-based 
website Fiverr.com comes into 
the picture. Launched in 2010, 
fiverr is a website where you can 
find individuals from around 
the world selling services and 
products for five bucks. With 
more than a million gigs offered, 
it is the go-to website for people 
seeking to micro-outsource work 
or just have some fun for a fiver. 
The types of services 
offered on fiverr cover a lot 
of categories, anywhere from 
website design, graphic design, 
video production, and content 
writing for blogs. Payment 
is safe and secure thanks to 
PayPal. Purchasing a ‘gig’ from 
a seller is simple and efficient. 
You select what you want, 
click “buy,” and then you are 
redirected to a messaging page 
where you convey to the seller 
exactly what you need done 
and give them any relevant 
information they need. You 
are then kept in the loop as to 
when the gig is expected to be 
completed and how progress 
is going. I have used fiverr a 
handful of times for different 
services and the sellers have 
always been excellent and 
delivered what was promised. 
I was skeptical at first because 
some of the gigs on offer seemed 
too good to be true, but I was 
always left impressed and 
happy with what was delivered.
Finding a good seller is 
easy; each seller has a quality 
rating and the page for each 
gig has reviews from past 
clients. The seller also tells you 
how long it will take for them 
to deliver the gig. It can take 
anywhere from less than a day 
to two weeks. I’ve had sellers 
deliver in less than 10 hours 
before, so it varies a lot, but 
usually they deliver within 24 
hours. To get the best results 
I would recommend using a 
seller who has a high rating and 
plenty of solid reviews—this 
will ensure you are getting what 
you pay for. Purchasing a gig 
from someone with no reviews 
and a low rating is risky. On the 
plus side, you usually only have 
five bucks on the line.
Fiverr is a great tool 
for saving time online by 
outsourcing small tasks or 
for just finding that unique 
personalized gift you have 
always wanted. Some of 
the more popular gigs are 
for acquiring more Twitter 
followers. For five dollars you 
can send anyone a thousand or 
more Twitter followers within a 
day. It can be quite entertaining 
seeing friends go mad trying to 
figure out how they went from 
30 to 1,100 followers overnight. 
Be warned though, it is easy to 
get lost in the array of weirdness 
and end up spending more than 
anticipated—so shop wisely and 
have fun with it!
If you’re wondering what 
can be had for a fiver, here are 
some samples—but to discover 
the diverse variety, your best 
bet is to go and check out Fiverr.
com.
Baked egg omelet cups
By Sophie Isbister, 
Life & Style Editor
When I saw these super-cute little egg buns on Pinterest 
(and then again on Facebook, 
and again on Instagram, and 
yet again on Facebook), I knew 
they’d be the perfect addition 
to my morning routine. Protein 
rich with the goodness of eggs, 
baked not fried, and chock full 
of veggies, these mini omelets 
promise to be a tasty time saver.
Because I’m all about the 
simple food revolution, I’m 
not going to provide very strict 
instruction on what you should 
put in your version of mini 
omelets. You can use whatever 
vegetables you have on hand 
and even meat if you want. But 
since meat is for the rich, and 
the only thing in my crisper was 
some wilted basil, soft tomatoes, 
and mushrooms that had seen 
better days, I decided to try out 
a vegetarian version to share 
with you all.
What you’ll need:
· Eggs—about 8
· Milk or milk 
substitute—about a 
quarter cup
· Meat (optional, and pre-
cooked)
· Sautéed vegetables
· Cheese (the poor man’s 
meat, about half a cup)
· Vegetable oil—a very 
small amount
· Pinch of salt
· Larger pinch of pepper
· Muffin tins
What you do:
Preheat your oven to 375 
degrees. While the oven is 
warming up you can get all 
your ingredients ready. Cook 
any meat you might want to 
use, in the usual way. Chop and 
sauté your vegetables (minus 
any herbs).  In a large bowl, 
whisk together the eggs with the 
milk, oil, and salt and pepper. 
Whisk the crap out of it until 
it’s really fluffy. That’s what 
makes omelets so tasty—their 
fluffy texture. Grease 12 muffin 
tins (grease them well), place 
your vegetable mixture in the 
bottom, throw some cheese 
on it, and fill to the top with 
your fluffy, peppery egg milk. 
Once you think you’ve made a 
masterpiece, you can pop those 
suckers in the oven, and load 
an episode of Community on 
Netflix because you’re going to 
have to wait 18 minutes or so. 
Every oven is different, so check 
on your mini omelets to make 
sure you don’t end up with mini 
hockey pucks.
How to enjoy:
Once they’re done, you 
can eat a few right away, but 
the rest you’ll probably want to 
store in an airtight container in 
your fridge to eat over the next 
few days. Have two or three at 
a time. Get creative! Stick them 
between two slices of toast, 
heat them up, eat them cold, go 
crazy. These are your creations. 
Enjoy them!
Simply Simple Campus Cuisine
Fun with fiverr
Screenshot from fiverr courtesy of Aiden Mouellic
Photo courtesy of Sophie Isbister
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Name: Lex Woochuk, 
DSU Pride Liaison 
Describe your style:
“Classless dyke.”
Favorite shopping area: 
“My little brother’s closet.”
Desired clothing item: 
“Anything in leather!”
For the week of January 21 - 29
 
By Aidan Mouellic, Contributor
The Other Dress: Douglas College students keep campus fresh
Photos courtesy of Aiden Mouellic
Name: Milo Leerar
Describe your style: 
“I don’t care about matching! If 
it looks cool, I will wear it! I am 
not afraid to be obnoxious with 
what I wear.”
Favourite shopping area: 
“Value Village and thrift stores.”
Desired clothing item: 
“I wish I had short floral 
overalls!”
Photos courtesy of Wikipedia/Flckr (Creative Commons)
By Carleigh Baker, Contributor
What’s a girl got to do to get noticed around here?
Whether it’s nip slips at the 
Super Bowl, or boobies for beads 
at Mardi Gras, the obvious 
answer to this age-old question 
remains: show us your tits. Yes 
sir, boobs turn heads—which 
may make FEMEN, a Ukrainian-
born feminist movement that 
has turned topless protest into 
a performance art, the best idea 
ever. 
“There is an ideology 
behind protesting topless, 
but we quickly realised that 
if we took our tops off and 
screamed loudly it was a good 
way to get attention,” says 
Alexandra Shevchenko, one of 
FEMEN’s founders. “It works. 
Of course, people talk about 
our nakedness, but they are also 
listening to our message.”
Are they? I’m not so sure. 
The FEMEN movement 
was created in 2008 to raise 
awareness for women’s rights 
in the Ukraine, particularly 
to combat prostitution and 
sex trafficking. Since then, 
they’ve broadened their scope, 
opening an office (and a topless 
protest boot camp) in Paris, 
and participating in worldwide 
demonstrations for women’s 
and gay rights. If their Vimeo 
page is any indicator, FEMEN’s 
modus operandi is: show up, get 
naked, and scream blue murder 
when the mortified cops show 
up. And bring your chainsaw.
One clip shows Inna—a 
statuesque blonde—using a 
chainsaw she can barely control 
to fell a large Orthodox cross 
in Kiev, a move that garnered 
media attention. The actual 
cutting down of the cross takes 
an awkwardly long time, and 
then, because there are only 
a few FEMEN supporters 
and a camera on hand, there 
is nothing for Inna to do 
afterwards but fist bump, and 
put her top back on. Another 
clip seems to be an appearance 
on a Ukrainian television show. 
Several members perform a 
choreographed song and dance 
number, exposing themselves in 
time to the music. Sure, FEMEN 
gets attention because boobs get 
attention. But it may be their 
weird behaviour that ultimately 
captures the hearts of the 
Gangnam style-loving masses. 
Nudity is pretty commonplace 
these days, but the Internet still 
loves a good gong show. 
Although it’s debateable 
whether FEMEN’s presence 
has had any actual effect on 
women’s rights in the Ukraine, 
conditions for sex trade 
workers in the country have 
certainly changed—though 
not necessarily for the better. 
According to a report by Time 
magazine in 2010, the days of 
shady men luring women out 
of villages with the promise 
of dancing or waitressing jobs 
and then forcing them into 
prostitution are over. Now, it’s 
a soft sell. A local girl simply 
returns to her village covered 
in diamonds and furs, flaunting 
the money she’s made turning 
tricks in Dubai, or Istanbul. 
“Reporters always come 
here demanding to see the 
victims,” says Olga Kostyuk, 
deputy head of the charity 
Faith, Hope, Love, which 
provides assistance to Odessa’s 
sex workers. “They want to 
see the men, the pimps, the 
manipulators behind all of this. 
But things are not so simple 
now.”
Many of the pimps are 
women, and they enjoy a 
friendly relationship with the 
local law enforcement, so police 
intervention is uncommon. 
Not to say prostitution is 
the good life, but to many 
women from the poor villages 
of East Ukraine and nearby 
countries, it certainly appears 
to be an attractive option. 
And it’s harder than ever for 
organizations that are trying to 
end sex trafficking to convince 
women otherwise. According 
the Ukrainian Institute of Social 
Studies in 2011 there were 50,000 
women working as prostitutes. 
Looks like FEMEN has their 
work cut out for them. 
So, could Vancouver benefit 
from FEMEN’s absurd brand 
of performance feminism? 
Certainly, with an underwear 
run for Cancer, a naked bike 
ride, and countless semi-nude 
marches for everything from 
animal testing to climate change, 
Vancouver has seen its share 
of politicized skin. FEMEN 
brings the nudity, but it may 
actually be their shrill behaviour 
that’s increasing their visibility. 
And one does not have to look 
any further than the recent 
inquiry into the Robert Pickton 
investigation to see that our 
sex trade workers are suffering 
from a lack of visibility. Wally 
Oppal, head of Missing Women 
Commission of Inquiry, 
reported that the Vancouver 
Police Department’s refusal 
to see the missing woman as 
individuals severely hindered 
the investigation.
“... [T]he missing women 
investigations were shaped, 
in large part, by the police 
failure to get to know the 
women—an essential step in 
any investigation of this type 
is to learn as much as possible 
about the victim or potential 
victim. This failure to get to 
know the victim group meant 
that inaccurate information 
about the women, and in 
particular the belief in the 
likelihood that they would ‘turn 
up,’ infiltrated all aspects of the 
missing and murdered women 
investigations.”
Police received the first tips 
about Pickton’s involvement 
in the murder of Downtown 
Eastside sex workers in 1998. 
Over the course of several 
years, families and friends of 
the missing women could not 
convince police that they had 
a serial killer on their hands. 
Women’s advocacy groups 
marched in protest, and the 
community held drum circles, 
support gatherings, even press 
conferences, but to no avail. 
Pickton was not arrested until 
February 2002, when RCMP 
officers armed with a search 
warrant related to illegal 
firearms raided his farm. He was 
convicted in 2007 of six counts 
of murder, but once bragged to 
an undercover police officer that 
he killed 49 women.
And the punch line? 
Several members of Oppal’s 
inquiry team are now under 
investigation for harassment 
of female team members, and 
for their use of sexist language 
when referring to the victims. 
Maybe we could use some 
FEMEN-style feminism here in 
Vancouver. Maybe some nude, 
shrieking, chainsaw wielding 
performance art is just the ticket, 
since asking politely for justice 
doesn’t seem to be getting 
adequate results. Pickton isn’t 
the first serial killer to prey on 
sex trade workers, and he won’t 
be the last. So what exactly do 
these women need to do to get 
noticed? The Doukhobors were a sect of Russian dissenters 
who considered themselves 
Christians, yet rejected the bible, 
secular government, church 
ritual, and the divinity of Jesus. 
As pacifists, they didn’t buy 
into militaristic institutions, and 
when the Russian government 
was unable to make the 
Doukhobors comply with the 
conscription laws, they were 
given permission to immigrate 
to Canada. Half of their 
immigration expenses were paid 
by none other than Leo Tolstoy 
himself.
Never ones for following 
the rules, the Doukhobors 
soon clashed with Canadian 
politics over land ownership 
and communal living. They 
had settled in Northern 
Saskatchewan at this time, 
and due to disputes with the 
government and unhappiness 
with the climate, many 
Doukhobors found themselves 
on the move again, this time 
to Southern BC. If you’ve ever 
had the delicious borscht in 
Grand Forks, you can thank a 
Doukhobor. 
If you ever find yourself 
getting busted for showing your 
pink bits in public, you can 
also thank a Doukhobor. They 
are actually the reason why 
Parliament passed a law in 1932 
criminalizing public nudity. A 
particularly zealous group, The 
Sons of Freedom, responded 
to the Doukhobor conflict with 
Canadian policy with massive 
nude marches. This led to 
countless confrontations with 
the Canadian government and 
the RCMP, continuing well 
into the ‘70s. The government 
established a penal colony at 
Piers Island, on the boundary 
of the Discovery passage, 
specifically for these badasses. 
Over 300 Doukhobor men and 
women were arrested for nude 
protest and detained there, 
serving up to three years. 
Sure, FEMEN gets attention because boobs get attention. But it may be their weird behaviour that ultimately captures the hearts of 
the Gangnam style-loving masses. Nudity is pretty commonplace these days, but the Internet still loves a good gong show. 
Photos courtesy of Wikipedia/Flckr (Creative Commons)
By Carleigh Baker, Contributor
What’s a girl got to do to get noticed around here?
Whether it’s nip slips at the 
Super Bowl, or boobies for beads 
at Mardi Gras, the obvious 
answer to this age-old question 
remains: show us your tits. Yes 
sir, boobs turn heads—which 
may make FEMEN, a Ukrainian-
born feminist movement that 
has turned topless protest into 
a performance art, the best idea 
ever. 
“There is an ideology 
behind protesting topless, 
but we quickly realised that 
if we took our tops off and 
screamed loudly it was a good 
way to get attention,” says 
Alexandra Shevchenko, one of 
FEMEN’s founders. “It works. 
Of course, people talk about 
our nakedness, but they are also 
listening to our message.”
Are they? I’m not so sure. 
The FEMEN movement 
was created in 2008 to raise 
awareness for women’s rights 
in the Ukraine, particularly 
to combat prostitution and 
sex trafficking. Since then, 
they’ve broadened their scope, 
opening an office (and a topless 
protest boot camp) in Paris, 
and participating in worldwide 
demonstrations for women’s 
and gay rights. If their Vimeo 
page is any indicator, FEMEN’s 
modus operandi is: show up, get 
naked, and scream blue murder 
when the mortified cops show 
up. And bring your chainsaw.
One clip shows Inna—a 
statuesque blonde—using a 
chainsaw she can barely control 
to fell a large Orthodox cross 
in Kiev, a move that garnered 
media attention. The actual 
cutting down of the cross takes 
an awkwardly long time, and 
then, because there are only 
a few FEMEN supporters 
and a camera on hand, there 
is nothing for Inna to do 
afterwards but fist bump, and 
put her top back on. Another 
clip seems to be an appearance 
on a Ukrainian television show. 
Several members perform a 
choreographed song and dance 
number, exposing themselves in 
time to the music. Sure, FEMEN 
gets attention because boobs get 
attention. But it may be their 
weird behaviour that ultimately 
captures the hearts of the 
Gangnam style-loving masses. 
Nudity is pretty commonplace 
these days, but the Internet still 
loves a good gong show. 
Although it’s debateable 
whether FEMEN’s presence 
has had any actual effect on 
women’s rights in the Ukraine, 
conditions for sex trade 
workers in the country have 
certainly changed—though 
not necessarily for the better. 
According to a report by Time 
magazine in 2010, the days of 
shady men luring women out 
of villages with the promise 
of dancing or waitressing jobs 
and then forcing them into 
prostitution are over. Now, it’s 
a soft sell. A local girl simply 
returns to her village covered 
in diamonds and furs, flaunting 
the money she’s made turning 
tricks in Dubai, or Istanbul. 
“Reporters always come 
here demanding to see the 
victims,” says Olga Kostyuk, 
deputy head of the charity 
Faith, Hope, Love, which 
provides assistance to Odessa’s 
sex workers. “They want to 
see the men, the pimps, the 
manipulators behind all of this. 
But things are not so simple 
now.”
Many of the pimps are 
women, and they enjoy a 
friendly relationship with the 
local law enforcement, so police 
intervention is uncommon. 
Not to say prostitution is 
the good life, but to many 
women from the poor villages 
of East Ukraine and nearby 
countries, it certainly appears 
to be an attractive option. 
And it’s harder than ever for 
organizations that are trying to 
end sex trafficking to convince 
women otherwise. According 
the Ukrainian Institute of Social 
Studies in 2011 there were 50,000 
women working as prostitutes. 
Looks like FEMEN has their 
work cut out for them. 
So, could Vancouver benefit 
from FEMEN’s absurd brand 
of performance feminism? 
Certainly, with an underwear 
run for Cancer, a naked bike 
ride, and countless semi-nude 
marches for everything from 
animal testing to climate change, 
Vancouver has seen its share 
of politicized skin. FEMEN 
brings the nudity, but it may 
actually be their shrill behaviour 
that’s increasing their visibility. 
And one does not have to look 
any further than the recent 
inquiry into the Robert Pickton 
investigation to see that our 
sex trade workers are suffering 
from a lack of visibility. Wally 
Oppal, head of Missing Women 
Commission of Inquiry, 
reported that the Vancouver 
Police Department’s refusal 
to see the missing woman as 
individuals severely hindered 
the investigation.
“... [T]he missing women 
investigations were shaped, 
in large part, by the police 
failure to get to know the 
women—an essential step in 
any investigation of this type 
is to learn as much as possible 
about the victim or potential 
victim. This failure to get to 
know the victim group meant 
that inaccurate information 
about the women, and in 
particular the belief in the 
likelihood that they would ‘turn 
up,’ infiltrated all aspects of the 
missing and murdered women 
investigations.”
Police received the first tips 
about Pickton’s involvement 
in the murder of Downtown 
Eastside sex workers in 1998. 
Over the course of several 
years, families and friends of 
the missing women could not 
convince police that they had 
a serial killer on their hands. 
Women’s advocacy groups 
marched in protest, and the 
community held drum circles, 
support gatherings, even press 
conferences, but to no avail. 
Pickton was not arrested until 
February 2002, when RCMP 
officers armed with a search 
warrant related to illegal 
firearms raided his farm. He was 
convicted in 2007 of six counts 
of murder, but once bragged to 
an undercover police officer that 
he killed 49 women.
And the punch line? 
Several members of Oppal’s 
inquiry team are now under 
investigation for harassment 
of female team members, and 
for their use of sexist language 
when referring to the victims. 
Maybe we could use some 
FEMEN-style feminism here in 
Vancouver. Maybe some nude, 
shrieking, chainsaw wielding 
performance art is just the ticket, 
since asking politely for justice 
doesn’t seem to be getting 
adequate results. Pickton isn’t 
the first serial killer to prey on 
sex trade workers, and he won’t 
be the last. So what exactly do 
these women need to do to get 
noticed? The Doukhobors were a sect of Russian dissenters 
who considered themselves 
Christians, yet rejected the bible, 
secular government, church 
ritual, and the divinity of Jesus. 
As pacifists, they didn’t buy 
into militaristic institutions, and 
when the Russian government 
was unable to make the 
Doukhobors comply with the 
conscription laws, they were 
given permission to immigrate 
to Canada. Half of their 
immigration expenses were paid 
by none other than Leo Tolstoy 
himself.
Never ones for following 
the rules, the Doukhobors 
soon clashed with Canadian 
politics over land ownership 
and communal living. They 
had settled in Northern 
Saskatchewan at this time, 
and due to disputes with the 
government and unhappiness 
with the climate, many 
Doukhobors found themselves 
on the move again, this time 
to Southern BC. If you’ve ever 
had the delicious borscht in 
Grand Forks, you can thank a 
Doukhobor. 
If you ever find yourself 
getting busted for showing your 
pink bits in public, you can 
also thank a Doukhobor. They 
are actually the reason why 
Parliament passed a law in 1932 
criminalizing public nudity. A 
particularly zealous group, The 
Sons of Freedom, responded 
to the Doukhobor conflict with 
Canadian policy with massive 
nude marches. This led to 
countless confrontations with 
the Canadian government and 
the RCMP, continuing well 
into the ‘70s. The government 
established a penal colony at 
Piers Island, on the boundary 
of the Discovery passage, 
specifically for these badasses. 
Over 300 Doukhobor men and 
women were arrested for nude 
protest and detained there, 
serving up to three years. 
Sure, FEMEN gets attention because boobs get attention. But it may be their weird behaviour that ultimately captures the hearts of 
the Gangnam style-loving masses. Nudity is pretty commonplace these days, but the Internet still loves a good gong show. 
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By Viv Steele, Sex Jockey
Where did you learn about sex? Probably from a 
40-something educator in a 
mayonnaise-coloured high 
school classroom, and your 
instruction probably included 
a diagram of the uterus and a 
shapeless wooden penis upon 
which to roll a condom. So 
where are you supposed to go to 
learn about good sex? Never fear, 
Between the Sheets has got you 
covered, with five hot and juicy 
sex tips from five of your fave 
pop stars!
1. “Touch me and gimme that 
rush, better pack a toothbrush, 
gonna pull an all-nighter.” –
Ke$ha
At first listen, the track “C’mon” 
by Ke$ha seems like a simple 
song about hooking up, but 
going deeper, it’s actually a 
well-written ode to preparation 
and oral hygiene on-the-go. The 
sassy, pro-sex songstress likes to 
get a little crazy, but “C’mon” 
contains some super-positive 
messages about taking control 
of your sexuality, like the chorus 
that states, “We’re both going 
home satisfied.” Ke$ha’s getting 
her orgasm whether she has to 
stay up all night or not. And 
afterwards, she’ll brush her 
teeth and go home.
2. “Gotta be compatible.” -–
Ginuwine
I haven’t heard such great 
advice since the last time I read 
one of my own articles! “Pony” 
by Ginuwine is an oldie but 
a goodie, a danceable treatise 
on grindalicious chick-on-top 
action. Above all, the song 
promotes teamwork, weaving 
a sophisticated metaphor 
where he’s the horse and she’s 
the jockey and they’re bolting 
for the finish line together. 
The focus on compatibility is 
key, because as we all know, 
sometimes things just don’t 
click. Ginuwine also promotes 
foreplay: “You and your body, 
every single portion.” Yum—not 
to mention the song is incredible 
to fuck to.
3. “Lick my pussy and my 
crack.” –Khia
Another classic R&B raunch 
track coming to you from 2002, 
Khia’s “My Neck, My Back (Lick 
It)” really drives the point home. 
She wants you to lick her pussy 
and her crack, and she’s not 
afraid to say it about 21 times. 
The real meat of this song is in 
the chorus, but in the first verse 
she makes sure to provide some 
specific direction: “Then you roll 
your tongue from the crack back 
to the front, then suck it off ‘til I 
shake and cum.” Noted.
4. “You looking for a real pussy 
eater? I can be it.” –Danny 
Brown
If Khia’s modus operandi is 
to tell you what she wants, 
newcomer Danny Brown’s “I 
Will” provides even more details 
on how to get her there. Brown’s 
track promotes utter abandon. 
“I go dumb and ignorant when 
I’m on that clitoris,” says Brown. 
The key, according to Brown 
and Khia, is to involve some ass 
play. “Lick your ass delirious, 
my tongue game so damn 
serious.” Serious it is. Promoting 
enthusiasm, dedication, and a 
willingness to try new things, 
Danny Brown’s lyrics contain 
several tips that are crucial 
to providing a satisfying 
cunnilingus experience. 
5. “Striptease for me baby.” –
Hawksley Workman
Canadian pouty bad boy 
Hawksley Workman’s rock 
and roll entry on my list may 
seem a little tame compared to 
the R&B onslaught of sex, but 
maybe it’s a good idea to calm 
you all down. And the song 
“Strip Tease” does offer some 
excellent advice, although it’s 
mostly contained in the chorus. 
Workman wants his girlfriend to 
striptease for him, which I think 
is a sentiment that a lot of folks 
can agree with. Ladies, when 
you’re practicing to striptease 
for your partner, keep in mind 
that this song by Workman is 
an excellent jam to take your 
clothes off to. Actually, any of 
the songs on this list will do.
Are you sensing a theme here? 
Good sex. It’s equal parts 
compatibility, preparedness, and 
reckless abandon. And for the 
love of God, eat pussy.
Print Futures: 
Professional Writing
By Monica Rolinski, 
Contributor
We are an integral part of the activities and general 
career excitement at Douglas 
College’s New Westminster 
campus. We’ve been around for 
21 years. You may have spotted 
us in the hallway entering the 
secret code on the finger pad 
that stands guard over the inner 
sanctum of our workroom. Also 
known as the clubhouse, it’s 
cool to have, but it’d be cooler if 
it was a tree house or a bubble 
dome or something. You’ve 
probably even shuffled along 
with some of us in lineups for 
coffee, food, books, or the free 
stuff we sometimes get in the 
concourse.
We’ve sold chocolates, held 
bake sales, and hosted a variety 
of other fundraising events, and 
we will continue to do these 
things. One of our most popular 
fundraising efforts takes place 
during some of the DSU pub 
nights. At these events you 
will most often see us smiling, 
chatting, and generally have 
a great time as we check your 
coats and bags for you. It’s by 
donation, and we thank you so 
much.
You may even have 
stumbled into one of our yearly 
portfolio shows. These shows 
belong to our graduates in a 
lot of ways. We get to create, 
design, and showcase the fruits 
of two years of intensive labour. 
The portfolio show is held in 
the Amelia Douglas Gallery at 
the New Westminster Campus; 
it’s usually held in April, and is 
a must-see for the friends and 
family of this program’s grads.
Do you know who we are 
yet? You’ve probably guessed 
by now. We’re the Print Futures: 
Professional Writing students. 
And, yes, our portfolio show is 
the place to be in April.
A lot of us are involved 
in many projects at Douglas 
College. Our efforts are reflected 
in so many ways and in places 
that might surprise you. 
Examples of how and where 
we’ve left our mark on this great 
college would help, so I’ll gather 
some up, get permissions, and 
present them in a few weeks 
right here in The Other Press. 
Keep an eye out!
Between the Sheets: five solid pieces of sex advice from five 
popular songs
Program Spotlight: In plain sight
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Passing on punishment
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Hypothetical situation: a student misses more 
than 30 per cent of a class’ 
courses, for whatever reason, 
but manages to do well enough 
on the tests and assignments 
to achieve a passing grade. 
In many courses at Douglas 
College, this would result in the 
student receiving a grade of UN, 
good for a 0.00 on the GPA scale. 
The student is effectively being 
punished not for his or her 
academic performance, but for a 
poor attendance record. Where’s 
the sense in that?
In the given example, 
the student has made several 
investments: money into 
the course, money into the 
necessary books, and time into 
learning the material. And yet, 
the school came to the decision 
that after all that, the final 
outcome should be, essentially, 
a fail. While I completely 
understand why a rule exists 
to promote students going to 
class, the penalty shouldn’t be 
so severe. College is supposedly 
the ideal stepping stone to get 
to a real job, and therefore, 
such a policy helps to instil the 
importance of professionalism; 
however, in most situations, 
a portion of a student’s grade 
comes directly from attendance 
anyway. Isn’t the fact that 
the student knows that 
hard-earned grades are 
being thrown away sufficient 
punishment?
The educational aspect of 
the issue aside, what difference 
does it make to the college? If a 
student can pass a course 
without sitting in on a 
single class, more power 
to them. After all, the 
college already got its 
money. The course is paid 
for. The books have been 
purchased. What’s the 
problem? It brings to mind 
the classic cases of when 
people are dead set in their 
ways. Everything has to be 
done their way. Even if you 
find another way, you have 
to stick to what they tell you 
to do. It’s a blind, irrational 
way to go about things. In 
this case, the other way 
is to skip some classes 
while still maintaining 
a good grade. The 
rigid, unchanging 
people are the 
colleges who 
refuse to admit, at 
the very least, that 
there’s really nothing 
wrong with the alternate 
method. By all means, slap the 
rebels on the wrist, but don’t go 
overboard and hang them.   
With all that said, there are 
instances when class attendance 
actually is, and should remain, 
mandatory. When students 
are in one-on-one lessons—
for example, for a musical 
instrument—the teacher needs 
to monitor their progress from 
session to session. If someone 
is only showing up once every 
few weeks, or just showing up 
for their final evaluation, it’s 
unacceptable. It’s the equivalent 
of someone never doing any 
homework. It’s also a waste of 
the teacher’s time.
  I’m saying here that 
the ends justify the means. 
However, this obviously misses 
the connotation of college 
and education; in no way am 
I encouraging students to 
intentionally miss classes, but if 
they can still pull out a passing 
grade with limited attendance, 
they should be allowed to.  
Too fool for school
By Elliot Chan, Contributor
Before you consider skipping class, try to remember why 
you’re in school. Some of you 
may desire a quality job or have 
a thirst for knowledge. Others 
may be searching for new 
interests or re-evaluating an 
important life choice. Whatever 
your reason for being in school 
is, I’m sure wasting money and 
time is not one of them. 
But hey, it’s your money 
and it’s your time, so why 
should I care? Because 
education is a commodity. By 
missing class, you’re taking 
up a spot for a student who 
actually wants to be there and 
learn. Not all of us are blessed 
with the luxury of time. With 
class limits and waiting lists, 
you may end up forcing those 
people to wait another semester 
or another year. Hell, you might 
even be forcing them to forgo 
the plans of school altogether. 
That is a crime akin to stealing, 
and it should be punished. Of 
course, we all get sick now and 
then—that’s unavoidable—but 
to miss class just because of your 
indolence is unacceptable. 
Incentives may help some 
students to focus and excel, 
but not all respond to positive 
reinforcement. Tough love 
is often required to assist in 
developing work ethic and 
responsibility. Some believe that 
it is the parents‘ or guardians’ 
choice whether or not to 
discipline a child, even when 
they skip class. But I don’t. I 
remember the old proverb, 
“It takes a village to raise a 
child.” Many institutions in 
North America and the UK are 
starting to adopt that mentality 
by introducing fines to students 
and their families for unexcused 
absences. Those schools that 
implemented the proposal 
found attendance improved 
significantly. Although some 
students and parents view the 
law with skepticism, I believe 
that it might just be what we 
need, especially when tuition 
fees are so high. Use the fine 
for a scholarship, or to improve 
the education system; it doesn’t 
matter, so long as it’s going to a 
more deserving place. 
School and work aren’t 
always fun, but life isn’t always 
fun. Still, you wake up every 
day and continue plugging 
away. If you don’t show up to 
work, you’ll be fired, so why 
shouldn’t it be the same with 
school? Just because you paid 
tuition doesn’t make it any 
less of an obligation, especially 
in a class that relies on you 
to have certain knowledge. 
Group projects are a vital part 
of most courses now. School 
should be a place to network 
and meet people and develop 
employment skills. It is not 
so strange to think of your 
classmates as co-workers, 
or even employers one day. 
Imagine that. Imagine the 
reputation you have in the 
classroom. Ask yourself, are you 
someone people would rely on 
to do a class project with? Or are 
you the chubby kid selected last 
in a dodge ball game? 
War of the Words: obligatory or optional attendance?
With class limits and waiting lists, you may end up forcing those 
people to wait another semester or another year. Hell, you might 
even be forcing them to forgo the plans of school altogether. That 
is a crime akin to stealing, and it should be punished. Of course we 
all get sick now and then—that’s unavoidable—but to miss class 
just because of your indolence is unacceptable. 
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Not a lack of friendliness 
but a lack of skills
By Natalie Serafini, 
Opinions Editor
I was recently talking with some friends, and we got 
onto the subject of how many 
single people there are in 
Vancouver. It’s weird. You’d 
think with so many singles 
out there, everyone would 
eventually pull a Noah’s Ark 
and pair off—mathematically 
speaking, it just makes sense. 
Well, apparently the reason for 
all the single ladies and gents is 
the unfriendliness of Vancouver 
women. Because women here 
are so unapproachable, no 
approaching gets done, and the 
little that does ends at the “Hi, 
how are you” phase. Just Google 
“Vancouver women unfriendly 
single” for a host of articles, 
rants, and blogs on the subject.
I agree that we could all 
stand to be a little friendlier, 
and I enthusiastically concur 
that women shouldn’t depend 
on men to ask them out (what 
is this—the ‘50s?). Still, let’s 
not saddle all the blame on us 
women. I think some of the 
blame could easily be shared 
with the game that certain men 
appear to be lacking.
Clumsiness seems to be the 
biggest downfall for otherwise 
normal guys. I was once on a 
bus when an adolescent (I’d like 
to emphasize that he was an 
adolescent, and that this event 
transpired a few months ago—
so I was in college) approached 
me and said, “Hi excuse me but 
you’re cute and I want to talk 
to you.” Charming though I’m 
sure he was, I didn’t want to 
talk to him. Besides which, his 
approach was very awkward 
and Justin Bieber-esque (“Hey 
girl, let me talk to you”). 
Granted, approach anxiety is no 
fun, and being rejected is even 
less fun. Perhaps that anxiety 
has begun to translate into 
clumsy approaches, but that 
won’t get you anywhere.
Sharing a lot of personal 
stuff or awkwardly emphasizing 
your physical prowess is a big 
no-no. My friend has dealt with 
an “I have an alcohol abuse 
problem and my girlfriend 
broke up with me even though I 
followed her across the country 
so we could go to university 
together. Want to go out?” In 
what I can only assume was 
a bizarre brag, I encountered 
“When I have sex, I break the 
bed.” I don’t know if those 
techniques have worked in the 
past, but as far as I’m concerned, 
they aren’t turn-ons. 
One solid reason a woman 
might turn you down is that 
there are creepers everywhere. 
I myself am terrified of 
encountering the next Ted 
Bundy after I morbidly watched 
a series of A&E documentaries 
on serial killers. You might 
just be a plain, not-murderous 
creeper, but even that won’t 
get you any ladies. This ranges 
everywhere from the old guy 
on the bus who stares a little 
too intently, to the stranger who 
(as a friend of mine was once 
an unwilling audience to) just 
whips it out as you’re innocently 
walking down the street. Avoid 
coming across as a “Silence of 
the Lambs: I-want-to-make-a-
woman-suit-out-of-you” creep, 
but also avoid being perceived 
as a straight-up, average creep.
I know it can be tough 
to ask someone out, but you 
still want to avoid resorting to 
bizarre and awkward behaviour. 
The standard, “Hey, do you 
want to go for coffee?” generally 
works pretty well. If the person 
says no, they’re probably saying 
it because they don’t like you—
at least you know where you 
stand! Perhaps if some people 
weren’t as creepy, Vancouver 
women wouldn’t seem so 
unfriendly.
Misguidedly protesting 
the Paramount
By Ashley Pitt, Contributor
“Strip clubs are nothing like 
movies present them,” says 
Lemondrop, a dancer at the 
Paramount. “It’s something  
you need to experience first-
hand.” Her words are fitting, 
as the Paramount Gentlemen’s 
Club was being protested by 
Dr. Charles Best Secondary 
School’s Social Justice class on 
January 19th in Uptown New 
Westminster. The students—most 
of whom are not yet 18, and 
cannot enter the no alcohol, adult 
establishment—hadn’t even 
contacted the club they were 
protesting.
The students handed 
out leaflets with broad 
generalizations and sensationalist 
claims on them, like, “100% of 
[strippers] reported: physical 
abuse… sexual abuse… verbal 
harassment… [and] pressure to 
prostitute themselves…” How 
were these students or their 
teacher, Ken Ipe, able to make 
such claims without contacting 
anyone in the industry? When 
asked by CTV News if he had 
contacted the club, Ipe said, 
“No, but we did research them.” 
The research he refers to is 
Stripclubs According to Strippers: 
Exposing Workplace Sexual 
Violence, by Kelly Holsopple, 
1998. Holsopple, a former 
dancer, quoting a 1994 study 
by Hearn, says, “…violence 
against women is identified 
as physical, sexual, emotional, 
verbal, and representational, but 
all violence from men against 
women should be understood 
as sexual violence.” With such 
a hardline stance, no wonder 
100% of respondents said they’d 
been abused! If you surveyed 18 
women—the size of Holsopple’s 
sample—outside a Safeway, I bet 
you could replicate these results. 
This isn’t to say that violence 
against women isn’t a very real 
and serious issue. If you go 
online and read about things like 
the gang rape of a young woman 
in New Delhi, or the high 
profile, local Missing Women’s 
Inquiry, you’ll quickly see that 
violence against women is no 
laughing matter. But it is the 
very seriousness of the issue that 
makes it such a heavy charge to 
lay on a long-standing, legitimate 
business with no prior record 
of disturbances or issues. The 
criteria Holsopple uses to define 
violence is a very wide net. 
I can’t help but wonder how 
that definition would read if you 
were to replace “women” with 
“men,” and vice versa, then read 
it over. Now what? Are women 
incapable of abusing men that 
way? It feels like we’re seeing 
the same message over and over 
again. Women are weak. We 
need protection from men and 
from ourselves. It’s insulting 
and demeaning, and how does 
it make men feel? Shameful and 
deviant for simply enjoying 
something so natural as the 
female form in a safe place. I 
wonder about the damage we’re 
doing to men, accusing them of 
sexual violence when they enter 
a strip club. It’s a bit like telling a 
13-year-old boy that a kitten dies 
every time he touches himself. 
I asked the dancers their 
opinions of their choice of 
occupation and the responses 
were overwhelmingly positive. 
“I’ve gained a lot of confidence 
working here,” says Lemondrop. 
“I was faking it before and now I 
believe it.” 
Another dancer, Vanity, says 
that the no alcohol status of the 
Paramount makes for a good 
vibe. And that, “The owner is 
understanding and always offers 
support… We’re simply dancing 
and we enjoy it. We’re not forced 
into it. It’s work but it’s fun.” 
“It doesn’t feel tedious. 
Dancing is a whole lot better 
than working retail. I feel a 
lot more confident. You can’t 
generalize us. Everyone has 
their own story,” says another 
dancer. Interesting: these women 
don’t sound like the unwitting 
damsels in distress that Ipe and 
his students would have you 
believe. Maybe they should 
have used current research 
and practiced critical thinking 
skills before launching a highly-
publicized campaign against 
people who didn’t ask for saving 
and who are working within the 
law… or maybe, they should 
have simply called the club.
Don’t hate the player, hate your game
A woman’s right is the right to choose
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He makes it easy 
to forget how good 
television can be 
By Angela Espinoza, Arts Editor
When sitting down to write this piece, I intended 
to focus on my hatred for the 
television works by one Chuck 
Lorre, most famous for his co-
creations Two and a Half Men and 
The Big Bang Theory. Eventually 
I decided to get down from my 
high horse and actually do some 
research, and while I’ve learned 
that not all his shows offend as 
much as the aforementioned, 
there are some things I’m having 
trouble understanding with the 
latter world of Lorre.
One of the more obvious 
questions is how his two major 
projects in question remain so 
enormously popular. Lorre’s 
past works include hits that 
could best be described as 
“meh”: Grace Under Fire (1993–
1998) and Cybill (1995–1998). 
They came and went after a 
couple years, and were followed 
up by the infamously dull 
Dharma & Greg (1997–2002). 
For what it’s worth, Dharma & 
Greg is the only title out of the 
three that I recognized going 
in—and that’s what it was for 
a while. People were aware of 
his works, but it wasn’t like 
Lorre was the big name he is 
today (he couldn’t fill an entire 
room with several hundred 
people at a Comic Con, to paint 
a clearer picture). None of the 
three had the insane fan bases 
that his later works did, and 
even though they are different 
from his previous shows, it still 
doesn’t make any sense to me.
Lorre’s first two shows 
focused on single mothers, 
with Grace, divorced from an 
abusive husband and working 
a lower-class job to make ends 
meet, and Cybill, twice-divorced 
and finally taking fate into her 
own hands by attempting to 
find stardom. I don’t know 
about Cybill, but based on the 
premise alone Grace Under Fire 
actually sounds like it’s worth a 
watch (I never saw it, so I can’t 
actually make an opinion on 
the show itself). Dharma & Greg 
meanwhile was your typical 
rom-com, no more harmless 
than a Jennifer Aniston movie 
(regardless of quality, although 
assumedly low).
Then we have Two and a Half 
Men and The Big Bang Theory, 
neither of which I think anyone 
can actually give a synopsis 
to without having to look up 
their Wiki pages. It’s not like 
a synopsis matters anyway, I 
doubt anyone who watched Two 
and a Half Men before 2011 gave 
a rat’s ass about Uncle Charlie’s 
jingle career, and the same goes 
for whatever the main four of 
The Big Bang Theory supposedly 
do week after week (here’s what 
I compiled from Wikipedia: 
they’re geeks, laugh track, end).
Two and a Half Men has 
been, apparently, 213 episodes 
of innuendo and sex jokes, 
with women being the most 
evil force in the series (because 
chicks can’t bro out like bros 
can, bro). That is what I have 
gathered from having seen 
between five and 10 episodes 
at complete random over the 
past decade. I feel like the same 
group that watches this show is 
part of the Movie movie crowd: 
your Scary Movie, Epic Movie, 
Date Movie, and such. But that 
seems harsh—perhaps more 
realistically, they’re the crowd 
that keeps seeing Jennifer 
Aniston and Adam Sandler 
movies. So I suppose I’ve 
answered my own question: 
Two and a Half Men still exists 
because there’s just a very large 
group of people with a very 
poor sense of humour.
So then what’s the deal 
with The Big Bang Theory? I 
actually wanted to like this 
show, although granted this was 
before I knew Lorre created it. 
It took one episode for me to 
realize this was not the show 
I was hoping it could be, but 
I’ve still seen a number of 
episodes since—all of which 
infuriate me. Part of the show’s 
humour is just replacing Men 
words like “sausage” and “wet” 
with words like “Google” and 
“Android” (I dare to be proven 
wrong). Then when there are 
actual references to things I 
enjoy, do you want to know 
what the butt of the joke is? It’s 
that these things exist. “Actually, 
Batman wasn’t introduced in 
Batman #1, he was introduced 
in Detective Comics #27,” is an 
actual freaking joke in that 
series. How is that anything? 
Who laughs at that besides the 
guy who Googled it one time, or 
the Men watcher who doesn’t 
know otherwise?
But I digress. While I can 
understand Men’s popularity at 
this point, I still don’t get how 
The Big Bang Theory can be as 
popular as it is. At the end of 
everything, I don’t think my 
hatred towards Chuck Lorre 
was a fair judgment call; it’s not 
like he writes every episode of 
both series…
Two minutes later, I looked 
into it out of curiosity: Lorre has 
co-written almost every single 
episode of both shows… never 
mind, I still hate him, I hate his 
shows, and stay tuned for when 
I hate his next horrible hit, Mom, 
starring Anna Farris as a single 
mom.
Students voice 
their concerns
By Glauce Fleury, Contributor
Because I was curious, I attended the second annual 
Dinner with the President 
on January 17 at the New 
Westminster campus. I wanted 
to see the event’s purpose 
in person. At educational 
institutions, it’s rare to see 
professionals in high positions 
like Scott McAlpine, President of 
Douglas College, stopping and 
listening to students’ concerns 
so openly. At least, it’s rare to 
me. When I left the event, I was 
proud of the college in which I 
chose to invest my money—and 
I’m going to be even prouder if 
change really comes.
Blaine Jensen, Vice President 
of Educational Services, 
talked about engagement and 
invited us to reflect on how 
academically and intellectually 
engaged we are. There are 
different opinions about 
engaged behaviour; however, I 
doubt anyone would disagree 
with me that engagement means 
more than just attending classes 
and being an “A” student.
More than just expecting the 
college to promote change, 
we need to take action, too. 
Students love complaining, but 
often don’t lift a finger to change 
what’s wrong. Students had 
an awesome opportunity to do 
so at the dinner, as McAlpine 
wanted to know if the college is 
helping us reach our academic 
and career goals.
My answer is yes, although I 
took a risk by quitting my job 
in Brazil to study in Canada, 
paying five times more than 
domestic students. When I 
decided to study abroad, I 
visited colleges in BC and 
Ontario and didn’t find 
anything like the Print Futures: 
Professional Writing program, 
in which I’m now enrolled. 
The instructors who have 
been teaching for years at the 
college have made all my effort 
worthwhile. The program is 
demanding, but never before 
have I learned so much in such a 
short time.
Despite being sure that I made 
the right decision, I can’t say 
that everything at Douglas is 
perfect; it’s not. The college 
offers a great education, but 
why is it so expensive for 
international students? The 
library doesn’t have enough 
computers, and the changes 
in the library and Learning 
Centre seem to have limited 
the number of computers even 
further. The cafeteria’s products 
are too expensive, and so are the 
bookstore’s materials.
It’s good to see that at Douglas 
College, students have the 
chance to share their thoughts 
about the institution, their 
expectations, and their concerns. 
All the ideas discussed at the 
dinner will be analyzed by the 
board, and we students will be 
able to track their actions by 
visiting McAlpine’s blog (www.
douglaspresident.ca). It seems 
McAlpine and Jensen are open 
to ideas, so if you have any, I 
encourage you to share with 
them. I’ll be doing the same. 
The Dinner with the President 
gathers information for the 
strategic plan entitled Pathways 
to Success. Until 2015, Douglas 
College intends to be the 
largest and most progressive 
baccalaureate degree granting 
college in BC. It’s great to see 
that the college is moving 
forward; however, we students 
need to get involved, knowing 
what’s going on outside of 
class, seeking information on 
the college’s decisions, and 
demanding action.
We need to take part in 
activities, meet other people, 
and learn with them, enjoying 
this cultural mix that is Douglas 
College. If we don’t do it, we 
will have learned a lot about our 
future career, but nothing about 
each other. Is that enough?
The core of Chuck Lorre
Dinner with the President
So then what’s the deal with The Big Bang Theory? I actually wanted 
to like this show, although granted this was before I knew Lorre 
created it. It took one episode for me to realize this was not the 
show I was hoping it could be, but I’ve still seen a number of 
episodes since—all of which infuriate me. 
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy
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By Jeff Allen, Contributor
It’s a frosty Saturday night in the Lower Mainland and 
the shortened NHL season has 
officially begun. I’m pumped 
about the evening’s festivities, 
for which I’ve scored a front-
row ticket at the door. Tonight I 
will experience a truly revered 
Canadian tradition, one I’ve 
sorely missed for far too long; 
and no, I’m not talking about 
hockey. 
I’m a wrestling fan from 
way back, but a confessed 
newbie to the local independent 
scene. I am here to partake in 
the pageantry of crushing blows 
and humiliating defeats.  I will 
revel in the trash talk of bad guy 
“Heels” and the righteousness 
of good guy “Babyfaces.” 
Tonight we are promised a “4-
way New Westminster street 
fight” and I can only imagine 
the carnage and chaos that will 
ensue.  
I would estimate there are 
about a hundred fans here at 
the Sapperton Pensioners Hall 
in New Westminster. It’s a small 
venue, but ample for the crowd. 
At least one performer will bang 
his head against the ceiling 
jumping off the top turnbuckle. 
However, it is not the size of 
the venue, it is the size of the 
show, and ECCW delivers a big 
one. If the success of a wrestling 
show is dependent on the sheer 
enthusiasm of its fans, tonight’s 
program is an unqualified 
success. The crowd here is 
boisterous to say the least.
So who is cheering and 
jeering ringside? The simple 
answer is everybody. It’s hard to 
pinpoint the exact demographic 
in attendance; there are babies, 
parents, kids, elderly ladies, and 
a contingent of young dudes 
who wouldn’t look out of place 
at a Japandroids concert. At one 
point, a cluster of villainous 
wrestlers is knocked flat into the 
seating area like bowling pins 
by a human torpedo known 
as King of the Yukon (or is it 
his partner Azeem?). The heel 
manager, who is decked out like 
an Amish pimp, gets the worst 
of it and remains sprawled on 
the floor. I suppose it serves 
him right for taunting that 
mother with the baby earlier in 
the evening. ECCW fans aren’t 
so much spectators as they are 
participants. There is a sense 
of community here. Everyone 
seemingly understands the 
rules. Shakespeare be damned, 
this is the ultimate in live 
theatre.
 Tag team champions, The 
Riot, successfully defend their 
belts in a fast paced match to 
kick off the show. The crowd 
is then treated to a battle of 
the sexes pitting Pacific Cup 
champion Bishop, against 
Coquitlam’s own, Nicole 
Matthews. It is a spirited affair. 
Of course the piece-de-resistance 
is the street fight, which involves 
craniums getting whacked with 
street signs and metal chairs. It 
is absolutely delightful. At one 
point the action extends to the 
parking lot outside the building, 
seeing half the audience running 
for the exits. In the end, the 
masked character known as 
Cremator claims victory by 
pinning a beaten and bloodied 
Moondog Manson. I bump fists 
with the new ECCW champion 
in a congratulatory manner 
as he exits the squared circle. 
My inner 12-year-old is doing 
cartwheels.
Vacating the hall, I can’t 
help feeling I got the better 
end of the stick this evening. I 
was privy to a two and a half 
hour wrestling extravaganza 
as Canuck fans everywhere 
were treated to a disappointing 
home opener. While half the 
city is left to ponder the state 
of Vancouver’s goaltending 
situation, I ask myself only one 
question: will Manson get his 
revenge?
ECCW’s next event is 
February 9 at the Russian 
community centre in Vancouver. 
An alternative to hockey: Elite Canadian Championship Wrestling
Wild Wild New West on January 19th | Photo courtesy of ECCW/Facebook
Tonight we are promised a “4-way New Westminster street fight” 
and I can only imagine the carnage and chaos that will ensue.  
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Brothers facing off
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Most brothers have a little bit of healthy competition 
going between them from time 
to time. Maybe a wrestling 
match or who can eat the most 
steak—something normal, but 
not too crazy and generally not 
very public. The Harbaughs 
aren’t quite your average 
brothers though. And so, for the 
first time in NFL history, two 
brothers will coach opposing 
teams for the championship.
The above story will likely 
be completely covered as many 
times as a Kansas City wide 
receiver, however, so it won’t be 
discussed in further length here. 
With that out of the way, let’s 
shift our attention to the players 
actually in the game. 
Quarterback:
Joe Flacco makes me laugh. 
How he even gets mentioned 
in conversations about the 
league’s elite signal callers 
continually baffles me. He’s just 
so wildly inconsistent. Sure, 
he’s got a great arm, but so 
does Jay Cutler. The good news 
for Flacco is that he’s currently 
riding a hot streak with 853 
yards, eight touchdowns, 
and no interceptions in three 
playoff games, but he’s doing 
so while playing behind an 
incredible offensive line (four 
sacks in the post-season) and 
completing just 54.8 per cent 
of his passes. On the other 
side of the field is young Colin 
Kaepernick. Since taking over 
for Alex Smith in week 11, 
the second-year man out of 
Nevada hasn’t looked back. 
He’s the kind of game changing 
QB San Francisco hasn’t 
seen in a long time.  Though 
young, Kaepernick has shown 
remarkable poise at the helm 
of the 49ers’ offense. He’s got 
a good arm, solid accuracy, 
and incredible athleticism; his 
181 rushing yards against the 
Packers showed just how much 
of dual threat he can be. Edge: 
San Francisco
Running Back:
At running back, Baltimore 
and San Francisco have two 
of the more respected backs in 
the league: Ray Rice and Frank 
Gore. They’ve both consistently 
produced over the course of 
their careers and have never 
shown any quit. They both have 
great vision and can hit the hole 
hard and are definitely leaders 
on the field. The only separation 
is that Rice is a weapon in the 
passing game. A pair of great 
hands has allowed him to bail 
out Flacco on many occasions. 
Though both are good backs, the 
fact that Rice can do more than 
just carry the rock gives him this 
one. Edge: Baltimore
Receivers:
The receiving game really isn’t 
much of a competition. The 
Ravens have Torrey Smith, 
Anquan Boldin, Jacoby Jones, 
and Dennis Pitta reeling in the 
football while the 49ers have the 
less than intimidating collection 
of Michael Crabtree, Vernon 
Davis, and Randy Moss. With 
Smith and Boldin, Baltimore 
has two borderline-top wide 
receivers; consistency was 
a bit of an issue during the 
season, but that comes with 
the territory when Flacco’s 
the fellow throwing you the 
football. Dennis Pitta had a 
surprisingly decent year at tight 
end, and Jacoby Jones is their 
wild card. Jones only has four 
catches in the playoffs, but one 
of them went for 70 yards and 
a score. Definitely someone to 
keep an eye on. For San Fran, 
Crabtree finally developed into 
the receiver the organization 
thought they were getting when 
they drafted him. A thousand 
yard season effectively silenced 
his detractors. Unfortunately, 
he’s about all the 49ers have 
got. Randy Moss is well past 
his prime, Mario Manningham 
had a disappointing year and 
finished it up with tearing some 
ligaments, and Vernon Davis 
couldn’t seem to figure out how 
to play football this season. No 
brainer here. Edge: Baltimore
Defense:
Seeing as these are both 
Harbaugh coached teams, 
the defenses are forces to be 
reckoned with. Four of the most 
recognizable linebackers in the 
league are in this game: Ray 
Lewis, Patrick Willis, NaVorro 
Bowman, and Aldon Smith. The 
37-year-old Lewis is still going 
strong despite suffering torn 
triceps earlier in the season, and 
for Baltimore’s sake, it’s a good 
thing. He’s the heart and soul 
of that defense and arguably of 
that team. Judging by the way 
he left the field in the last game 
at home, there’s a good chance 
that the Super Bowl will be his 
final appearance in the NFL. As 
for the trio of 49ers linebackers, 
there’s not much to say. Willis 
and Bowman are two of the 
best middle linebackers around, 
and Aldon Smith is a sack 
machine. The secondaries are 
fairly evenly matched. Neither 
set of cornerbacks are anything 
to write home about, but both 
teams have solid safeties. The 
Ravens have the dynamic 
duo of the ball-hawking Ed 
Reed and sure-tackler Bernard 
Pollard while the 49ers have 
the underrated team of Dashon 
Goldson and Donte Whitner. 
For the defensive line, the only 
real name is Haloti Ngata for the 
Ravens. Dynamic 3-4 linemen 
are hard to come by. It’s a tough 
one, but San Fran gets by on the 
strength of their linebackers. 
Edge: San Francisco
So after all that, who’s 
the Super Bowl champ going 
to be? Analyzing rosters is 
amusing, but in the end, history 
and statistics mean nothing. A 
record-breaking season does 
nothing for you if you can’t 
rekindle that magic on game 
day. Flacco’s not elite, a Super 
Bowl win would certainly 
be more than enough to 
start swaying some people’s 
opinions. Kaepernick has been 
outstanding so far, but will 
he finally crumble under the 
pressure? In my all-important 
opinion, San Francisco will pull 
this one out and the Super Bowl 
will finally make a return to the 
Bay area.
Harbowl preview
San Francisco quarterback Colin Kaepernick  | Photo courtesy of Tony Avelar/AP
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Wesley Sneijder | Photo courtesy of www.khelnama.com
Soccer transfer news
By Eric Wilkins, Staff Writer
Ah January. The month of short-lived New Year’s 
resolutions, gym memberships, 
excessively cold weather, and, 
of course, soccer transfers. It’s a 
curious and frenzied market that 
often leads to some interesting 
moves.
While the January transfer 
window usually means massive 
overspending, the biggest and 
strangest move of the window 
seemed like a solid bargain. 
Wesley Sneijder made the move 
from Inter Milan to Galatasaray 
for a reported €10 million. It’s 
one of those real head-scratchers, 
seeing as how it wasn’t too long 
ago that Sneijder was being 
linked with all sorts of big name 
clubs for fees upwards of €25 
million; Galatasaray, while a 
well-known club, won’t be 
challenging for the Champions 
League anytime soon. At 28, 
this is likely the last meaningful 
move the Dutch maestro will 
make. That magical age of 30 
has an annoying habit of turning 
stars into role players. 
Another major move 
was Lucas Moura making 
the long trip across the pond 
from Sao Paulo to Paris Saint-
Germain. The talented Brazilian 
joined the French Chelsea for 
approximately €40 million 
and while the buzz around the 
young man is considerable, 
there’s always a certain amount 
of trepidation when dishing 
out such a tremendous sum on 
a relatively unproven player. 
For every Ronaldo, there’s a 
Kléberson. 
Speaking of Brazilians, 
Alexandre Pato is heading back 
home after several seasons 
with AC Milan. Corinthians 
paid €15 million to acquire 
the striker. After having four 
relatively successful seasons 
with the Italian giants, Pato has 
seen limited action in the last 
two years partly due to injury 
troubles. Still only 23, the move 
back to Brazil will hopefully get 
the former international man’s 
career back on track.
Skipping over to merry 
England, Daniel Sturridge 
made the long-awaited move to 
Liverpool for £12 million from 
Stamford Bridge. The striker 
has now played and scored 
for three of the biggest English 
clubs (Manchester City, Chelsea, 
and Liverpool), all while still 
being just 23-years-old. Chelsea 
has also been a buyer picking 
up Demba Ba from Newcastle 
for £7 million. The Senegalese 
front man will provide some 
added pressure for incumbent 
striker Fernando Torres. A final 
Premier League note is that 
(as of this writing) David Villa 
is rumoured to be heading to 
Arsenal. Unhappy with his 
current situation at Barcelona, the 
Spaniard is reportedly keen on 
a transfer. Arsenal is typically a 
light spending team, however, so 
the chances of this one actually 
being pulled off seem slim. That 
being said, when has anyone 
ever been able to figure out 
Arsène Wenger?
Finishing up back home, 
the Vancouver Whitecaps have 
released midfield cancer, Barry 
Robson. The Scotsman made his 
debut for the club in July of 2012, 
destroyed the team, and is now 
out of work. Don’t let the door 
hit you on the way out, Barry.
January heating up
After having four relatively successful seasons with the Italian 
giants, Pato has seen limited action in the last two years partly 
due to injury troubles. 
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By Josh Martin, Sports Editor
The men’s volleyball team went undefeated this past weekend 
with back-to-back 3–0 wins 
against the COTR Avalanche. They 
are currently in first place in the 
standings by a hefty margin with a 
stellar record of 19–1 and 38 points 
in 20 games—14 points ahead of 
the second placed VIU Mariners. 
The boys have this weekend off 
but will be facing the Mariners 
next weekend on February 8 at 8 
p.m. and February 9 at 3 p.m. 
The women’s volleyball 
team beat the Avalanche this 
past Saturday 3–2 but lost in the 
rematch on Sunday 3–0. They sit 
in fifth place in the standings with 
a 6–14 record and 12 points in 20 
games. They face the Mariners 
on February 8 at 6 p.m. and on 
February 9 at 1 p.m.
The men’s basketball team 
were defeated by the Quest 
Kermodes, 97–83, this past Friday 
but managed to beat the Capilano 
Blues on Saturday by a score of 
81–71. The Royals are fifth in the 
standings with a 6–9 record and 12 
points in 15 games. They face the 
VIU Mariners this Friday at 8 p.m. 
and the Camosun Chargers on 
Saturday at 3 p.m.
The women’s basketball 
team suffered a loss against the 
Kermodes 49–48 last Friday and 
another one against the Capilano 
Blues on Saturday 63–49. They 
are second in the standings with 
a 10–5 record and 20 points in 
15 games. The Royals host the 
Mariners this Friday at 6 p.m. 
and the Camosun Chargers on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. 
Canada versus Spain 
in Davis Cup 
By Elliot Chan, Contributor
Since Milos Raonic was knocked out by Roger 
Federer in the fourth round 
of the Australian open, he 
has turned his attention back 
home in preparation for the 
Davis Cup. The Ontario native 
will team up with BC’s Vasek 
Pospisil, Niagara Falls’ Frank 
Dancevic, and Canadian tennis 
veteran Daniel Nestor to 
compete against the first seeded 
nation, Spain, at the Doug 
Mitchell Thunderbird Sports 
Centre at UBC on February 1–3.
Though the Spanish team 
will be missing the prestigious 
Rafael Nadal due to injury, they 
are still a formidable group. 
Nicolas Almagro, the 11 seeded 
singles player, former doubles 
champions Marc Lopez and 
Marcel Granollers, and 51 
seeded Albert Ramos will be a 
handful for the Canadians.  
“Spain is going to be a real 
challenge,” said Canadian team 
captain, Martin Laurendeau. 
“They are the top team in the 
world with incredible depth. 
They have 13 players in the top 
100 alone so no matter what 
team they’re bringing, it will be 
stacked with talent.”
The winner of the three days 
will advance to the quarterfinals 
in April. Meanwhile the loser 
will fall into a survival bracket, 
where they will play a must-win 
tie in order to compete in the 
World Group in the next Davis 
Cup tournament in 2014.  
The Canadians’ main cause 
for apprehension is Raonic’s 
health. He was showing signs 
of a foot ailment during his 
lost to Federer. But Laurendeau 
assured that it was nothing to be 
concerned about. “He’s fine, no 
worries about Milos,” he said.
It has been 22 years since 
Canada faced Spain. It was the 
only time the two nations had 
contended against each other in 
the competition. The result went 
in favour of the Europeans, who 
won the tie 4–1 in Murcia, Spain. 
Although the Spanish team had 
won 10 out of 14 ties in their 
homeland, traveling abroad has 
been a problem. They lost in the 
finals 2–3 last year against the 
Czech Republic team in Prague. 
Canada, on the other hand, 
is entering the competition on 
a positive note. They defeated 
South Africa 4–1 in September to 
keep their position in the higher 
tier. The same quartet that 
secured their spot in the World 
Group last year is entering 
the same challenge this year. 
Should Canada upset Spain in 
the first round, they will have an 
opportunity to face Croatia or 
Italy in the quarterfinals.
Two singles matches are 
scheduled for Friday the first, 
a doubles match on Saturday, 
and finally a reverse singles on 
Sunday, where players swap 
opponents. Tickets are now 
being sold for both individual 
days and as a three-day 
package. There is also a 10% off 
special for students.
Milos Raonic at Wimbledon | Photo courtesy of AELTC
Photo courtesy of Jerald Walliser/Douglas College Athletics
Royals Roundup
The women’s volleyball team beat the 
Avalanche this past Saturday 3–2 but lost 
in the rematch on Sunday 3–0.
The ball’s in our court
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By Keating Smith, Wordsmith
The jug of milk that’s been sitting at the back of your fridge for 
the past month and the oh-so-
popular term douchebag have one 
thing in common—they have both 
expired. While we all wait for the 
next blockbuster comedy to arrive 
with a fresh delivery of the latest 
and greatest slang words for us to 
use at our disposal, I vouch instead 
to take the time to popularize our 
own slang. Ladies and gentlemen, I 
present to you the word “cretin.” 
Defined by the Merriam-
Webster Dictionary as “a stupid, 
vulgar, or insensitive person” 
and by the ever so bad-mannered 
UrbanDictionary.com as “A person 
that is brainless, stupid, child-like, 
and full of pointless information 
that makes no sense and appeals 
only to other cretins,” it is fair to 
say that cretin may also have a shelf 
life like other slang and derogatory 
terms that have come and gone 
over the years. Like the members of 
the Rolling Stones, the classic slang 
beginning with F, S, and D will be 
around long after you and I cease 
to exist. 
A quick glance at the history 
books reveals that the word 
was unfortunately derived from 
cretinism, an at-birth medical 
condition caused by a lack of 
thyroid hormone production but 
has evolved over time to give 
a somewhat different meaning 
like all other slang has. The word 
also has yet to be used in popular 
culture on a grand scale from what 
I can tell. 
Pay attention to the way it 
sounds and rolls off your tongue—
especially for those of you who are 
talented enough to roll your r’s. 
The word almost sounds like you 
are referring to someone as a nasty, 
bottom-feeder of an insect, yet with 
a persuasive and firm tone to it. 
Did you feel a little bit of an ego 
boost and tingle down your spine 
saying it out loud? I thought so, 
you intellectual, you scholar you. 
Noam Chomsky just smiled in his 
sleep thanks to your efforts with 
the word.
Besides, douchebag is 
something a bar star calls you after 
one too many attempts at picking 
them up while severely inebriated 
and sounds like some prehistoric 
gardening tool your grandmother 
used to ensure the vegetable garden 
was filled with only the finest 
harvest for her family.
Be sure you know how to 
pronounce the word (cree-tin), as it 
would be thoroughly embarrassing 
to call someone Creatine, or worse, 
a crepe.
So go ahead and be creative, be 
original, and for everyone’s sake: 
don’t be a cretin.
Out with the douchebag and 
in with the cretin
By Joel McCarthy, Graphics Manager
Before YouTube was overrun by cat videos, it was a platform for comedy. So 
let’s remember the classics.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HtCGb4fnHYw
This video, taken from a live broadcast at the Grammy’s, shows reporter Serene Branson seemingly forgetting the English language. Instead, Branson 
proceeds to make a bunch of weird sounds in place of her introduction. Although 
the video is only 20 seconds long, you’ll find yourself watching it at least three 
times to get your money’s worth. On a sadder note, I was recently informed by a 
10-minute YouTube video that the reason behind Serene’s mumbling meltdown 
is because she had a stroke on air. Thanks a lot YouTube for making us feel shitty 
for loving this video. Just pretend you never heard that and enjoy!
www.facebook.com/DouglasOtherPress
www.twitter.com/TheOtherPress
Speaking of the internet...
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Gun rights in 
America bring new 
disorders to light
 By Aidan Mouellic, 
Contributor
The recent mass shootings in the United 
States have had media 
pundits questioning the 
role that mental disorders 
played in all the shootings. 
Psychiatrists have long 
doubted the association 
between violence and 
mental illness and all agree 
that mentally ill patients are 
a safe bunch to be around. 
However, in an ironic twist, 
the publishers of the latest 
Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual (DSM), now in its 
12th edition, have added a 
new gun violence-related 
disorder.
 Simply called 
“delusional gun hero 
anxiety disorder,” this new 
disorder has nothing to 
do with the people who 
commit heinous mass 
shootings, but rather 
focuses on the people 
who stockpile firearms 
as a means of protecting 
themselves and those 
around them, in hopes of 
being a hero in a mass-
shooting scenario. One 
of the doctors who had 
a role in developing the 
criteria for this new mental 
disorder, Dr. Eli Hirscher, 
says that “This disorder 
falls on the anxiety disorder 
spectrum because one of 
the main symptoms is a 
constant fear that you may 
be in a situation where you 
need a gun and don’t have 
one...”
Many have not 
responded well to Dr. 
Hirscher’s addition to the 
DSM, saying that he is 
merely putting a label on 
perfectly normal behaviour. 
“Having a single firearm 
for protection at home 
and never really thinking 
about it is not enough to 
qualify for a diagnosis. For 
a diagnosis to be made, a 
person should have to meet 
several different criteria.” 
The criteria to be listed in 
the new DSM-12 for gun 
paranoia disorder include 
things such as a constant 
desire to be a hero in violent 
situations, anxiety when 
separated from firearms, 
hoarding of firearms, and a 
constant fear that someone 
is out to take away your 
prized firearms. 
Dr. Hirscher has 
witnessed a similar 
symptom in many of his 
patients, the symptom 
being a “burning desire 
to have a gun not just for 
personal protection but to 
fulfill a fantasy of being a 
civilian hero and saving 
many lives in a mass 
shooting type of scenario.” 
He goes on to explain 
that since this is extremely 
unlikely to happen, that 
these private citizens who 
carry firearms with them 
everywhere are left with 
feeling of low self-esteem 
since their unhealthy 
fantasies fail to materialize. 
Some of Dr. Hirscher’s 
patients have had their 
work lives disrupted 
by their disorder. One 
man who worked for an 
investment firm was so 
afraid of not being ready in 
case of an office shooting, 
he started wearing a 
bulletproof vest with two 
firearms attached to it 
beneath his suit. The worker 
thought that this was a 
smart thing to do, except 
he took his suit jacket off 
one day and forgot to put it 
back on. A new employee 
saw a man walking to the 
water cooler wearing a 
bulletproof vest with guns 
strapped to it and thought 
it was a mass shooter, the 
new employee shot his 
coworker.
Psychiatrists make new discovery
Photo illustration by Joel McCarthy

